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the senses. To be fearless the satyagrahi must have the right
economic attitude which should be determined by the ideals
of non-stealing, non-possession and bread-labour. Gandhiji-
believes that the satyagrahi grows spiritually as he simplifies
his life to share the lot of the poorest and the lowliest. He
should cease to depend on money and other material means.
These do not count for much in matters of spirit. A certain
degree of comfort is no doubt essential for the satyagrahi but
this should not go beyond the proper limit. Swadeshi, which
stands for an all-sided creative patriotism, lays down the only
correct way of advancing the greatest good of all. According
to this principle the satyagrahi should restrict himself to the
use and service of his immediate surroundings in preference
to the more remote.
This discipline necessary for the conscious cultivation of
non-violence involves the control of our lower nature, specially
the urges of sex, acquisitiveness, and pugnacity and the emotions
of fear and anger. It implies rational asceticism and not forced
repression. We have discussed the rationale of these non-violent
values in Chapters III, IV, and V. These conclusions of Gandhiji
follow from his premises (i.e., belief in soul-force, the ultimate
end and the need for non-violent means), and together with
them form, a single whole pattern. If the object is pursuit of
Satya through non-violent means, Gandhiji wants us to effect
a revaluation of current values and strive after a life of inner
harmony.
The non-violent discipline is indispensable for the leaders
among satyagrahis, if society is to progress. Discipline is
expected of satyagrahi followers also but not the high level
of moral excellence required of the leader.
The disciplined satyagrahi is an effective, self-confident
leader. He depends on the voluntary obedience of his followers
and honours public opinion and democracy in group affairs but
in regard to his own attitude he is guided by the promptings
of his conscience. The leader aims at educating people in satya-
graha so that society may evolve tendencies that will take from
class and State their raison d'etre. He organizes the masses.
The non-violent organization seeks to be an ideal democracy in
which decisions are taken by majority only in routine matters
and the dissent of the minority receives the fullest consideration